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Trump Offers 
Security Policy, 
Mixing Signals 


Sober Blueprint With a 
Stump-Style Speech 


By MARK LANDLER 
and DAVID E. SANGER 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump presented a blueprint for 
the country’s national security on 
Monday that warns of a treacher- 
ous world in which the United 
States faces rising threats from an 
emboldened Russia and China, as 
well as from what it calls rogue 
governments, like North Korea 
and Iran. 

To fend off these multiple chal- 
lenges, the report says with Cold 
War urgency, the government 
must put “America First,” fortify- 
ing its borders, ripping up unfair 
trade agreements and rebuilding 
its military might. 

But in his speech announcing 
the strategy, Mr. Trump struck a 
much different tone. Instead of ex- 
plaining the nature of these 
threats, he delivered a campaign- 
like address, with familiar calls to 
build a wall along the southern 
border with Mexico and a heavy 
dose of self-congratulation for the 
bull market, the low jobless rate 
and tax cuts, which, he promised, 
were “days away.” 

“America is in the game, and 
America is going to win,” he said, 
to an audience that included cab- 
inet members and military offi- 
cers. 

The disconnect between the 
president’s speech and the analy- 
sis in his administration’s docu- 
ment attests to the broader chal- 
lenge his national security advis- 
ers have faced, as they have strug- 
gled to develop an intellectual 
framework that encompasses Mr. 
Trump’s unpredictable, domesti- 
cally driven and Twitter-fueled 
approach to foreign policy. The 
same confusion has confronted 
foreign governments trying to un- 
derstand Mr. Trump’s conflicting 
signals. 

Mr. Trump, for example, spoke 
of how Russia and China “seek to 
challenge American influence, 
values and wealth.” But he made 
no mention of Russian interfer- 
ence in the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion, even though the document it- 
self makes fleeting reference to 
“Russia using tools in an attempt 
to undermine the legitimacy of de- 
mocracies.” 

Indeed, Mr. Trump preferred to 
focus on a Sunday phone call from 
President Vladimir V. Putin of 
Russia, who thanked him for intel- 
ligence that the C.I.A. had passed 
on to Russian authorities, which 
Mr. Trump said foiled a terrorist 
attack in St. Petersburg that could 
have killed thousands of people. 

“That’s a great thing,” he said, 
“And the way it’s supposed to 
work.” 

Outlining a national security 
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Scores were injured Monday after an Amtrak train derailed on an overpass south of Tacoma, Wash., and slammed into Interstate 5. 


Tax Bill Would Add to Burden of Strained I.R.S. 


By PATRICIA COHEN 


After years of upbraiding and 
even threatening to abolish the In- 
ternal Revenue Service, Republi- 
cans must now depend on the 
agency to carry out their signa- 
ture legislative accomplishment: 
a comprehensive revision of the 
tax code. 

The task is monumental. While 
processing tens of millions of tax 
returns for 2017 under the current 
rules, the I.R.S. would also have to 


figure out how to interpret and ex- 
plain a new system and put it into 
practice. 

“Beware,” said John A. Koski- 
nen, who retired last month as 
I.R.S. commissioner. “If the budg- 
et keeps being cut and the agency 
keeps being given more things to 
do, the I.R.S. is simply not going to 
work.” Either the information 
technology will fail, forcing the fil- 
ing and refund systems to col- 
lapse, he warned, or enforcement 
and audits will become so scarce 
that fewer people will be inclined 


to pay the taxes they owe. 

The House and Senate were ex- 
pected to vote on the $1.5 trillion 
tax overhaul as soon as Tuesday. 
Vice President Mike Pence 
planned to preside over the vote 
and, if needed, break a tie and 
pass the bill. 

Even before Congress began re- 
vising the tax code, the I.R.S. was 
struggling to keep up with an ex- 
panding workload. Since 2010, its 
budget has been cut by $900 mil- 


Continued on Page A18 


Eyes on the Capitol 
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Inside the Capitol on Monday, a day before voting was expected on a tax overhaul plan. Page A19. 


Official Orders 
AGrim Review 
In Puerto Rico 


By PATRICIA MAZZEI 


Facing mounting evidence that 
Puerto Rico has vastly under- 
counted the number of people who 
died because of Hurricane Maria, 
Gov. Ricardo A. Rosselló ordered 
on Monday that every death on 
the island since the calamitous 
storm be reviewed. 

Officials will look again at all 
deaths attributed to natural 
causes after the hurricane, which 
made landfall Sept. 20 and 
knocked out power to 3.4 million 
Puerto Ricans — and to their hos- 
pitals and clinics. Parts of the is- 
land are still without power al- 
most three months later, and the 
power grid is operating at only 70 
percent of capacity. 

The prolonged blackout ham- 
pered critical medical treatment 
for some of the island’s most vul- 
nerable patients, including many 
who were bedridden or dependent 
on dialysis or respirators. But if 
they died as a result, the storm’s 
role in their deaths may have gone 
officially unrecorded. 

“This is about more than num- 
bers, these are lives: real people, 
leaving behind loved ones and 
families,” Mr. Rossell6 said in a 
statement. 

The governor acknowledged on 
Monday that the death toll “may 
be higher than the official count 
certified to date” — an apparent 
about-face for his administration, 
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MULTIPLE DEATHS 
AS TRAIN DERAILS 
IN INAUGURAL RUN 


NEW NORTHWEST ROUTE 


A 132-Ton Locomotive 
Falls on the Lanes of 
a Busy Interstate 


This article is by Kirk Johnson, 
Richard Pérez-Pena and Niraj 
Chokshi. 


DUPONT, Wash. — A pas- 
senger train on a newly opened 
Amtrak route jumped the tracks 
on an overpass south of Tacoma 
on Monday, slamming rail cars 
into a busy highway, killing at 
least three people and injuring 
about 100 others, officials said. 

The derailment of Amtrak Train 
No. 501, making the inaugural run 
of a new service from Seattle to 
Portland, dropped a 132-ton loco- 
motive in the southbound lanes of 
the Northwest’s busiest travel 
corridor, Interstate 5. Two pas- 
senger coaches also fell partly in 
the traffic lanes, and two other 
coaches were left dangling off the 
bridge, one of them wedged 
against a tractor-trailer. On the 
highway below lay five crumpled 
cars and two semi-trucks, and 
huge chunks of concrete that were 
ripped away from the damaged 
overpass. 

All 12 of the train’s coaches and 
one of its two engines derailed. 
The National Transportation 
Safety Board sent a team to inves- 
tigate everything from the speed 
of the train to whether a technol- 
ogy known as positive train con- 
trol could have slowed it. 

“It felt like the end of the world, 
and I was standing amid the 
wreckage,” said Emma Shafer, 20, 
a modern-dance student who was 
napping aboard the train with her 
shoes off when it derailed. She 
found herself in a coach dangling 
at a steep angle toward the high- 
way — the man behind her yelling, 
his legs pinned, while a parent 
trapped with a baby in a restroom 
banged on the door for help get- 
ting out. 

The crash, at 7:33 a.m. about 
midway between Tacoma and 
Olympia, killed at least three peo- 
ple, local police and fire officials 
said late Monday afternoon. Earli- 
er, a federal official briefed on the 
crash said that six people had 
been killed. Some of those injured 
were in vehicles on the highway 
and not on the train. 

But investigators are still going 
through the wreckage and could 
not say for certain how many peo- 
ple had died. “It appears that all of 
the fatalities are contained in the 
rail cars that went into the woods,” 
said Detective Ed Troyer, a 
spokesman for the Pierce County 
Sheriff’s Department, adding that 
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Poor Vetting Sinks Nominees for Federal Judge 


By CHARLIE SAVAGE 


WASHINGTON — One of Pres- 
ident Trump’s federal judge nomi- 
nees has withdrawn after he was 
unable to answer basic questions 
during his confirmation hearing 
about the courtroom process, 
showed little familiarity with fed- 
eral trial rules and acknowledged 
that he had never prosecuted or 
defended a case. 

A clip of the exchange between 


the nominee, Matthew Petersen, 
and Senator John N. Kennedy, Re- 
publican of Louisiana, became a 
viral sensation and drew ridicule 
across the internet. 

Mr. Petersen’s withdrawal over 
the weekend was the third nomi- 
nation by Mr. Trump to collapse in 
recent days. Last week, the White 
House pulled back two other Fed- 
eral District Court nominees who 
had attracted controversy, Jeff 
Mateer and Brett Talley. Mr. Tal- 
ley also had scant trial experience 


and apparently defended the 
early Ku Klux Klan under a pseu- 
donym on a sports website. Mr. 
Mateer once described transgen- 
der children as proof of “Satan’s 
plan.” 

The departures were an embar- 
rassment for the White House, 
which was responsible for vetting 
the prospective jurists, at the end 
of what has otherwise been a year 
of success on judicial nominations 
for Mr. Trump. He has rapidly be- 

Continued on Page A13 


Subway Bomb Suspect’s Mysterious Act of Mercy 


By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN 


DHAKA, Bangladesh — Before 
Akayed Ullah returned home to 
New York from his native Bangla- 
desh, and tried to blow himself up 
with a pipe bomb in a crowded 
Manhattan subway station, he 
had one last thing to do — an all- 
night bus ride by himself to help 
Rohingya refugees. 

After visiting relatives here in 
the capital city, Dhaka, he traveled 


across the country, slept in a 
mosque and under a tree, and 
passed out a few hundred dollars 
of medicine in the crowded refu- 
gee camps. 

“When he left, he seemed 
happy,” said his mother-in-law, 
Mahfuza Akhter. “But when he re- 
turned, he was so upset. He said 
those people were living in hell, 
each and every minute.” 

That lonely trip across Bangla- 
desh in September remains a 
mystery. Was Mr. Ullah following 


Al Qaeda, who had just urged 
Muslims to deliver medicine — 
and weapons — to the Rohingya, a 
Muslim ethnic group whose mem- 
bers have been raped, brutalized 
and massacred in neighboring 
Myanmar? 

Or was he following his own 
heart, reflecting some sort of in- 
ner struggle as he headed toward 
his first known act of violence and 
self-destruction? 

A few weeks after his trip, fed- 

Continued on Page A8 
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A New Leader for South Africa 


The African National Congress chose 
Cyril Ramaphosa, an anti-apartheid 
hero and business tycoon, as its new 
party leader, positioning him to succeed 
PAGE A4 


the disgraced Jacob Zuma. 


Shifting Right in Latin America 
From Brazil to Argentina to Chile, Latin 
America’s political right is on a winning 
streak, with its most recent victory in 
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the Chilean presidential race. 
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tional Airport. 


House. 


Atlanta Airport Regains Power 
Thousands of passengers worldwide 
were stuck or seeking new travel plans 
after a sustained power failure at the 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Interna- 


Suburbs Are Central in 718 


From Houston to Seattle, suburban 
districts once locked down by Republi- 
cans are looking to Democratic candi- 
dates in the battle for control of the 
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SPORTSTUESDAY B8-11 
N.F.L. Waited to Act on Owner 


The league initially showed deference to 
Jerry Richardson, who now plans to sell 
the Panthers — and profit greatly — as 

he faces claims of misconduct. 
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BUSINESS DAY B1-7 


What’s Stalling Electric Cars? 


Electric vehicles have only a tiny mar- 
ket share, but the auto industry is bet- 
ting billions that they will soon be as 
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cheap as conventional cars. 


A River Defies the Desert 


The Amargosa River flows through the 
Mojave, giving life to plants and ani- 
mals found nowhere else in the world, 
like the endangered pupfish. 
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A Museums Hard Truths 


The Mississippi Civil Rights Museum 
refuses to sugarcoat history. The results 
are riveting. A critic’s notebook. PAGE Cl 
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Salesforce. 
#1 CRM. 


Salesforce ranked *1 for CRM Applications based 
on IDC 2017 Market Share Revenue Worldwide. 
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